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Ms. Meghan Cassidy
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 1
J.F. Kennedy Federal Building
At tn: HPS-CAN1
Boston, Massachusetts 02203

Dear Ms. Cassidy:

Confirming our telephone conversation at: December 7, 1.989, ilnd in response
to your request, the following illforllldLi.oll is p,'ovick,J cOlLcenli.ng t.h,~

inadvertant excavation at NPL Site 1.

On December 4 and 5, f:i ve NAS B Pub I. i.e WU rks Cilip I.oy,,'~s dug iI ho I"
approximately 12 feet in diameter and (3 to 9 h~l.~t deep ~Jj thi.n the genera I.
boundaries of NPL Site.1. The purpose 01. tilt., '2XC;lvatioll INiiS to isol.aLe (ililure
in an electric.d. power cabl(2 serving Olle of. the buildillgs ill th" compound. The
work was stopped by the NASB Environmenta I. EIlgj,lle'~r, Nr /\prahiill1, as soon as he
became d\vare of it. Subsequently, a review t1[ EC Jordan COlllpiiny h<:"I1.th ilnd
safety data was made for Test Pits TPllH ·and T1'12l, which arE< cl.o's'"st to the
this particular hole. Those H&S sampl.es diel IlOt ttiggr.,r' i.IIIY I'\,[ upgr-;ld,~.

ExtensiVe discussions "'Jere held with Jordi/Il's Hisk (I)ldllr::alth Sp',ci.:il.Lst, Nr
Reynolds, at their Washington DC 0[[iC'2. AS;1 "l.:sul.t o[ thosP' cOllversatio"ns, it
was decided not to pursue medical work-lips all the, r,xposed cmp]oY'2'"S b(~cau:>c

their actual duratLon on the site was so shor't 'Inel 1.11" H&S Lllforrn;iti.on [or, the
nea,rby TPs showed nothing of concern. I;urthcr, medicdl '.-lork-ups, ~Jithout

knowledge of pre-exposure background CUllditiollS i.11 '~,Icll '-'lIlploy I212, ~Joul.d Ilot mean
anything. Prelimilldry results of Round 4 soi l samph:s dt both TP's shovJed no
VOA's, Vinyl Chloride, Pesticides or PCB's. Th'~rc W('j'(, SOIOI~ se~lld-V()f\'s bId 0"" 7'
in'both TP's. As you know, semi- VOA's presellt risk through d'-,r'llldl. exposure.
Interviews with the d[f(2ctcd employees ill(.IIC,ll:/, the,y I,v',r-" !Illt. ':xposecl to dlly
liquid in the hole. Further, it was 22 degr-e, ..:s i" ,Ind 15 ekgr';l;s F on the 4th
and 5th respectively (the wind chil.l 011 [lOth d:lYS WilS iJ,~low 10 t!r.:grcr,s F) <llld
the employees were wearing heavy clothes to StdY ~J;lnll dlld which th,~rr,rorc,

protected them from direct dermal contact 'NLth :lllythLllg ill till: Ilol,~.

As a result of this illci.dellt, NASH hds t:lk"'11 Llle' f'.dlowi.I'g :lcti.OliS:

a. Effected cllipl.oyr:(:s, thl~ Ulli.OII prc~;i.dl.:IIL dl,d sllup :.;!.I",·Jdrd w':rl.:
briefed about the health i.mplications of the l~xcavdtil.>ll ,lctivity, ie: th"
information discussed 'ill the fit-st paragraph ;1!)()V('.

b. The backhoe used to excavate th12 hole 'N;.l-S ilnpoulld"d ,It. the si.te and
decontaminated following procedures similar to those ernployed by ECJ during last
summer's field work.



c. A memorandum was put out to all. ['ublic vJorks personnel identifying
:1 SilO d 1. ggingare as, b r 0 ad po r t ion s 0 r the b: I S I.: ," il lchi II c Iv c..k :il I. t h I~ cur r en t
NPL sites. Digging r('quir'ce! in :1111' 01. l:hesl.: ;]rl,:IS wi. I. I. rl.:quin: specific
environmental approval and d,~velpoinent of appropri.:Jte hc:,al.th ane! s:lfety pl.ans.
i\ copy of the memo is 'Itt:lchce!.

d. Employees e!in~ctly involved ,"ere :i1so qllc,rril;d nhOllt tile, observr~d

contents of the hol.e. Debris sighted consiste.,d of. pLlstic Shl'l.~t 1I;:lu;rial, t-ags
and cloth, wood scraps, some unidelltified ml:I.:i1 delll'is nlld the, tlsu;I!. socia calis.
A crushed 55 gal drum W:IS ;Ilso r,cporlC::d. Tile !JdckllOV Opl,cltur i.s (:1][; so 1.1.:

remaining employee who 0pler:1tee! the:: Sill: I Lilldl i.11 beEol-I: it 'd;IS cl.osed in
1976. He reported tlut 01111' empty drums would I:v.:r h:lvr, IWI'11 dispos,:d 01" ill
that area, and thilt mostl.y '.vooel allcl stumps vlert.: btlrril.'c! 1"11,,[1,. Oil!; to two feet
of fill. '",as noted nbove thl; top of the elehrLs. Tr:lsh ,":IS obsel-vecl 1:0 thc:, full
d I~ Ptho r the IC x C.1 V;1 t i () II . T II I: 1'1: vi: I S 110 I i q 1I i dill I Ill: 110 I I' , I I : III Y I") i II I. .

L hop e t his I) ,- 0 v ide S :; II I" ric i l.: II t I' X pi: I II; I I i tl II I )j I. II i' i II C i (Ii: II I

that proct~dures are 110W i.11 pl:lcl; tu pl'l.:V'''ll ;IllY rl.~Cll[I':IIIC':.
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